RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
sec how right you were. It is only the moustache and
glasses wliich distinguish him from an animated
version of one of the stone cherubs so popular among
Georgian architects.
But Sir Kingslcy cannot be thus lightly dismissed,
He is one of the ablest of administrators, with a
personality so agreeable that he seems to create his
own good luck as he marches on. To many he is
entertaining: to none is he offensive. Separated from
his mental capacities his physique is a subject for
comedy. But he has won for himself such renown as
a ministerial go-gcttcr that he must to-day be treated
by Sir Samuel Hoare as a regrettable competitor in
the race for that leadership which Sir Samuel so openly
desires. It is possible that neither will come in first
But if they alone were left in the field Sir Kingsley
might turn the event into a procession of which he did
not form the rearguard*
To Sir Kingslcy, then, success is as spontaneous as
the floating of a football on a pond. Sir Samuel has
to be buoyed up and propelled forward by cork, oars,
sails and steam. He gives an impression of intense
cerebral labour. That impression cannot be altogether
correct as he was a double first at Oxford, so, if he is
not by nature a quick thinker, he must have trained
his mind to move at a fair speed. He is intensely
serious and desperately sensitive. He is the soul of
care and caution. His audience listen to his governess-
like voice as he reads an answer to a Parliamentary
question, or slowly unfolds the argument of an impor-
tant speech, and while listening feel the strain of his
caution. It is another symptom of his ambition. He
is taking such immense trouble in order to disarm
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